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Editorial - “ERE BACK: 


Actually, we never went anvwhere- 
other than to move to our new build- 
ing. Womonspace is alive and strong. 
Any rumors to the contrary are idle 
gossip and should be dismissed as such. 

We have a full board now of 7 dyn- 
amic women that are ready and waitina 
for your input, ideas, and enercy. 

We welcome your suggestions and ask 

only that you try to match our attitudes 
of positive enthusiasm and constructive 

growth. Menbers are always welcome 

at meetings and events and we would like 
to encourage other women to become mem- 

bers. 

Why should you consider becoming a 


member? Well, we have these wonderful, 
good-looking women on our board: 


Gail Ss. President 

Jacquie B. Vice-President 
Karey M. Treasurer 

Jan H. Secretary 

Agathe 6G. Activities Director 
Shelley I. Membership Director 
Lynn R. Public Relations 


I can't promise you a date with any of 
them, but I can assure you that they 
are hard-working, full of great ideas 
and concerned about building a great 
future for this organization. 
So if you've spent the winter in 
methballs in your closet, or being 
a couch potato bitching avout how 
there's nothing to do-consfder this. 
We are here and we welcome you to join 
us in our many activities which range 
from our monthly dances and weekly drop- 
ins, to producing this newsletter and 
organizing dances and fun times. 
It's spring and time to start fresh. 
We're all eager-are you? 
Newsletter Committee: Diane G. 
Dee S. 


CLEANING BEE 


The Collective of the Women's 
Building is holding a Cleaning Bee 
on May 9 to finish repairs, painting 
and tidying up. You are invited to 
share your energy in this day-please 
make time to come and help out. 

The fun begins at 11] A.M. 


WOMEN'S BUILDING OPENING 


Sat. May 23 the real fun begins 
as the official opening of the bldg. 
will be held. All women are welcome 
and child care will be available. 
There will be wine and cheese and 
bar service with entertainment and 
an art display. Starting time is 
11 A.M. Come and see the facilities, 
meet other women and have fun: 


MAY DANCE 


The May 16th dance will be held 
in support of the L.M.S.G.-Lesbian 
Mother's Support Group. They are a 
support group for lesbian mothers 
in all aspects of their lives, and 
an established branch of the L.M.D.F. 
Lesbian Mother's Defense Fund. 

Half of the proceeds from this 
dance will be donated towards their 
group-and they will be providing 
volunteers at the dance. Come 


out and support this worthwhile cause. 


————————— 


A PLACE FOR US 


In a world where we as lesbians 
are denied recognition and simple hum- 
an dignity; in a society where we are 
invisible as living, breathing women 
in our own right; for the struggle 


to survive and be who we are--passionate, 


loving women-loving-women-- it's great 
to know that there is a place for us. 
There is a place where we can be who 

we are--a place free of the rules that 
society places on us to be “ladies” 

or to be on the arm of a man when we 
are out in public places, “There is -a 
place in many cities in this country. 
Some cities have"women's bars"where the 
music is for women by women, where 
friends meet and talk over Perrier with 
lemon, or draft, or a glass of wine. 
There is a place in another city where 
the music rocks and women dance and 
drink and dance some more, and meet 

domes EranGgers.. 


As a newcomer to one of these places, 


a woman can take comfort in the know- 


ledge that this place was created with her 


in mind--a lesbian. 


Of course, as diverse as malie culture 


iSaresbialecul tures sSralsoerich in 
diversity. A quiet, comfortable room 
1S great for some--for others we need 
the pulsing rhythm and smoke in the air 
tinged with the wonderful scent of 
draft and wild women writhing on the 
dance floor to feel at home. 

I guess that's the amazing thing 
about us lesbians-we have learned to 
Survive in tne male world. We settle 
for their pastimes. 

As far as I can see, we haven't yet 
begun to create our own. When we do, 
there really will be a place for us. 


Anne D. 


& WORDS OF WISDOM 


PE CLOSETS ARE NEVER | 
BIG ENOUGH TO HIDE IN. | 
TRY FINDING A CLOSET | 

WITH TWO BEDROOMS 
AND A FIREPLACE, 
THAT ALLOWS PETS. 9” 


Coney S| US 


A NOTE FROM SIG 


Greetings 

Allow me to introduce myself: my 
name is Sig. I am the newly elected 
Emperor of Edmonton. 

I was voted in by the gay com- 
munity to represent Edmonton at in and 
and out-of-town functions and Cor- 
onation Balls. 

Asea notedvaddition, [am not 
only the first lesbian in Alberta to 
hold the postion, but also the first 
lesbian in Canada in this position. 

This 1s not? only a lettemof intro- 
duction to all womyn to help me with 
my year by coming out and getting in- 
volved. 

I know tnat many of you see the 
court as something just for ’dyae 
queens". But that is untrue; you can 
make a difference by coming out in 
support. Look at» what's happened to me: 

There are many ways to get involved. 
If you are interested, come out to 
a court meeting (watch for the posters) 
and see what kinds of opportunities 
are available. 

Remember, I can't help the lesbian 
community if I don't have the input. 

Let me share my year with you: 

Hope to see you soon: 


Bie leo. Emperor Xl STG 


THE CLUB BEATS GUSE LUNEYS 


Friday, 

yeah, 

the beat is on, 

All week 

We wait 

for the lights 

for that beat 

all those womyn 

those cool, cool 
womyn. 

yeah it's Friday 

Our craving wil] 

be satisfied, 

we Sway in 

past the drag queens 
we look so good 

so fucking cool 

the liquour soothes us 
the lights hypnotize us 
the beat bangs our heads 
so we can forget 

the world out there 
that hates us because 
we love womyn 

that hates us because 
we are womyn 


And even though we hate 
that we have to wear 
our masks in here 

OU: COO. COO Watace 

our cool, cool walk 

we come week after week 
because 

we love our addiction 
because we love womyn. 


Tanya Russel] 


$ 


FREEDOM 


Tonight I was watching the Cosby 
Show and it stirred a lot of strong 
feelings inside of me. The boy, Theo, 
was writing a paper on the March to 
Washington in 1963 when black people 
were fighting for basic civil rights- 
the right to vote, the right to share 
the same bathroom, to sit on any seat 
on the public bus, equal housing, and 
most of all the right to go to the 
school of their choice. 

What does this have to do with be- 
ing a lesbian, you ask? 

I am currently serving in the Armed 
Forces and living in total isolation, 
unable to say who I am or what I am for 
fear of reprisals and a "medical" release. 

Last year I was with my first lover 
and I felt I was on Cloud 9. Then the 
trouble began. People would come up to 
her in the Mess Hall and wonder what she 
was doing that night. At the "club", men 
would come up to her and make passes at 
her (which made me very jealous). I felt 
unable to do anything about it. I would 
not display my affection for her, nor say 
to the men that she was my girlfriend. 

So 1 suffered in silence. The silence was 
even greater when we broke up and I had 


-no one to talk to, to express my anger to, 


or my depression. I would cry myself to 
Sleep and walk around like a Zombie dur- 
ing the day. To see my ex every day was 
so much agany for me that I stopped going 
to the Mess Hall and lost over 15 pounds. 

I had no support group, no services 
and no friends. I became very lonely, 
very isolated and very insane. In desp- 
eration I responded to every single gay ad 
in the newspaper but that only made things 
worse. The woman who wrote back was living 
with somebody else and I was used as a sucker; 
someone to make her lover jealous. 


And why did this have to hap- 
pen? Why do I have to lie, and pre- 
tend I'm straight and use men ar- 
ound here who show the least bit of 
interest in me? 

What possible harm could I do to 
the security of this country if I 
went out with someone of my own sex? 
Why must I endure the boyfriends of 
my roommate(who has a different one 
each night) or men coming in and out 
of the barracks at.all hours of the 
night-so that I must lock my door for 
fear of one of these drunks swaggering 
accidently into my room by mistake? 

Why must I endure jokes against us 
by people who do not know what they 
are talking about, or who only see 
the fringe part of our community by 
frequenting the clubs? (As if the 
single's bars were an accurate rep- 
resentation of straight people, ) 

And so I worked each day and aft- 
er work I would come home and liter- 
ally climb the walls. I found solace 
in doing aerobic exercises, dancing, 
and just writing to get my feelings 
out. 

Now I am in a relationship and we 
Vivemareapart.. She is a civilian 
which makes it a lot easier for me 
to be comfortable. Not only that, 

I feel welcome in her circle of friends 
and for once I feel that I belong. 
I can let my hair down and be myself. 

I am still silent-but no longer 


chained. oe 
love ys... 


... Doing volunteer 
work. 


Mike drew this for Mama. 
og | \ 
He leeil FQN eH 


\ 
She never saw it. The judge didn’t let her. 


Mike’s mother is a Lesblan. The judge said that 
made her unfit. There are thousands of mothers like 
Mike’s. They need your help to fight the homophobic 
lies that say they cannot raise their children. 


PLEASE GIVE, 
FOR MIKE, FOR ALL OF US! 


SEND TAX DEOUCTIBLE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO 
Lesbian Mothers Defense Fund 
10826 - 124 Street, Edmonton 
RAISING OUR CHILDREN |S A RIGHT, 
NOT A HETEROSEXUAL PRIVILEGE! 


Dear Merideth: 


I was in the club the other 
night and saw a lot of gorgeous 
women but I am shy. I wanted to 
ask a few of them to dance but I 
just cou]dn't. How does one over- 
come this serious affliction? 


Shy 
Dear Shy; 


There are many ways to approach 
a woman to ask her to dance. Some 
are right and some are wrong. Reg- 
retfully, these are different with 
all women. 

nere? 1S as good approach: 90 up 
to one of these gorgeous women and 
say, ‘What's happening, baby? Wanna 
tripe cneminghtefantastice’ if vod 
don't get a black eye, you'll know 
that you've really hit on something. 


Love, Merideth 


Women's Committee of Latitude 53 Gallery 


The women's committee of Latitude 53 
Gallery invites#all Fartysts, inistonrans, 
critics andecurators to help: 


provide an open forum for discus- 
sion (women's concerns and feminist 
issues relating to the art world) 


build a network of communication 


end isolation of women artists in 
Alberta 


help women to develop professional 
Ski iise 


For more information call 439-1985. 
Forward biographies and submissions to: 
10920-88 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta 

TOG OZ. 9S latitudesseySociety of Artists 
is Supported by the Canada Council, the 
City of Edmonton, Alberta Culture, Alberta 
Art Foundation and by the donated serv- 
ices and energy of our members and the 
community. 


CAMPOUT 


The annual Womonspace campout 
will be held in July at Minnow Lake. 
Watch this newsletter for further 
details, or leave your name and num- 
ber on the phone line if you are in- 
terested. [It's gonna be great: 


GATE 


GAY ALLIANCE TOWARD EQUAUTY 


10175104 St EDMONTON (405)424-856]) 


Gay Alliance Toward Equality. Drop-in at #104, 
10173 - 104 Street, between 7 and 10 p.m., 
Monday to Saturday, Sunday from 2 to 5 p.m., 
or call 424-8361. 

Besides the drop-ins, GATE offers peer counsell- 
ing On a personal and confidential level and 
has an excellent library. 


| WANT IT. 


Dear Merideth: 


It seems that all of the people in 
the clubs play games. As I am new in the 
community, I don't know what these games 
are, or how to play them. What do I do? 


Want to play, too 
Dear Want to play: 


Just go up to these people and ask 
them what games they are playing. There 
are all sorts of them, such as bridge, 
Trivial Pursuit, Monopoly and an array of 
others. Pick the one that suits you and 
Fount s 


Love, Merideth 


WOMONSPACE 
membership application 


Womonspace is a non-profit, social, recreational and educational resource group for 
the lesbian community of Edmonton and surrounding areas. As a self supporting 
organization, Womonspace is run by its volunteer members. Womonspace provides an 
Opportunity to attend monthly dances, weekly drop-ins, and other lesbian activities. 
Members must be female, 18 years of age or more, and must pay the membership fee 
annually. All information that you entrust to Womonspace will be held tn the strictest 


of confidence. 


Name: Phone: 


Address: 


Postal Code: Are you over the age of 18 years? 


I wish to apply for: (check one) 

LJ Active Membership 
Active members are required to do 12 hours of volunteer work per year. 
These members have the right to one vote at any general or annual meeting, 


after having attended one general meeting. *Attending board and general 
meetings does not constitute volunteer services. 


LJ Outreach Membership 


Outreach members waive the right to vote. This membership is geared to 
facilitate those women who would find it difficult to be active members and 
are unable to volunteer the 12 hours/year. 


ALL MEMBERS will receive the monthly newletter, and will qualify for reduced rates 
at specified activities. All members may receive minutes of meetings upon request. 


LJ Enclosed is my $10.00 registration fee. 


L] I wish to apply to the Womonspace Board to waive the $10.00 fee due to financial 
circumstances. 


I understand that as a member of Womonspace, I am responsible for following the 
policies of the Womonspace Constitution, and declare that the above information, to 
the best of my knowledge is correct. 


Signed 


Date 


Information regarding the Constitution is available from Womonspace, or from any 
board member. 


Please complete reverse side... 


What are your interests, hobbies, skills, and/or talents? 


What activities would you like to see Womonspace involved in? 


If you are applying for an Active membership, is there any specific area in which 
you would like to volunteer? 


i Dances 
____DropIn 
mNE Activities: Committee 
___ Newsletter Committee 
P.R. Directions Committee | 


Please place me where ! am needed the most. 


If paying by cheque, make payable toWOMONSPACE and mail applications to: 


WOMONSPACE 
10826 - 124 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta T5M 0H3 


TRANSSEXUALISM HAS RISKS AND REWARDS 


Many people, no matter what social 
Or sexual backgrounds, confuse trans- 
sexuals with homosexuals, transvestites 
or drag queens. Actually, anyone can 
find the difference in a dictionary. 

The transformation from man to 
woman is far more common and surgically 
easier. As for from woman to man, it 
is a rarity and very expensive. In 
part both run great risks, emotional 
and physical. Surprisingly, most trans- 
sexuals are heterosexual. 

lL conetsrrom tasstamiviy of sis Nn 
which we all were raised in a rural 
community. My first inkling about being 
different came at age nine. I always 
felt cheated in some way. It wasn't 
until I was 17 that I started hormones 
for my breasts and facial hair. I 
bought these off the streets from 
other transsexuals and by age 20 I 
Started seeing a psychiatrist for 
corrective surgery. 

Now, personally speaking, this 
counselling can be very degrading. The 
two doctors have to make sure that you 
want this surgery, for it is 
irreversible. Some of the tests that I 
felt were battering are the ones with 
porno-mags to see if seeing nude males 
or females in erotic poses turns you on. 
I don't see this as anything to do with 
my surgery. Another is flashing 
pictures of you when you were male or 
female and of the way you are now. All| 
this while you are hooked up to 
sophisticated machines to test your 
reactions. 

Now, socially, it really depends on 
the individual. Myself, if I get 
heckled in public, I just tend to ignore 
the person or persons involved. But 
frankly speaking, most transsexuals do 
live happy, productive and uncomplicated 
lives, myself included. I'm a much 
better person and a helluva secure 
person since surgery. I just wish 
people would have a better understanding 
about transsexuals. 


There are a lot of myths and 
misunderstandings I would like to 
clear up in depth, but it is very 
hardso TpUutEonepaper. 2 So “ain 
conclusion, a vagina does not a 
woman make, nor a penis a man. 
It's how you feel inside yourself. 


- a true transsexual 


NOTE: 

The Transexual that wrote this 
article that you have just read 
was tragically killed last week. 


Marilyn was beaten and later 
died in the hospital. 
Bes y3 


THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS 


On behalf of Womonspace, I would 
like to thank all the women who vol- 
unteered their time for the April 


dance. Without your help we couldn't 


cael 
have done it! anew 


Dance Coordinator 


i? 


GATE LOOKING FOR COUNSELLORS 


If you were a counsellor at GATE 
in the past, and can spare some time 
now, please let me hear from you. 

If you are interested in taking 
the peer-counselling course, please 
let me know. I can be reached during 
normal business hours at either the 
GATE office 424-8361 or at home 
482-6704. If you can volunteer some 
time, WE NEED YOU. 


Wayne Hellard 
Sociab Services. Director 


BENNER FUND FOR PEER COUNSELLING 


A fund has been established in 
memory of Dean Benner. The purpose 
of the fund 1s to Support peer- 
counselling programs in the gay and 
lesbian community. It will be ad- 
ministered by a sub-committee of 
three people. 

They are now in a position to 
accept donations. Cheques should be 
made payable to the fund and sent to: 


Benner Fund 

Box 1852 

Edmonton, AB 

p50 2P2 

If you need a receipt for income 
tax purposes, you can send your don- 
ations’ to: 


Benner Fund 

GAR. 

Box 1912 

Winnepeg, Manitoba 
RSC 3RZ 


Please specify that the donation 
is for the Benner fund, c/o GATES Ec- 
monton. 
contact GATE. 
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SBerent voices articulate the richness 
“Band diversity of lesbian experience. 
Through writing that varies from er- 
S otic to matter-of-fact, 
SS they express lives as NOH Som 
friends, 


me are, 


S send $8. 95, plus $1.00 for postage 
S s= and handling to: 


= 


The Women's Press 
S 4204. 229 College St. 
Toronto, 
zs MOT 1R4 


= 
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For further information, please 


EXCITING NEW LESBIAN FICTION 


“= lesbian short fiction from the Women's 
S press ineerorontor 
Sof lesbian lives--original short 
TZ fiction by talented women writers. 


Dykeversions is the title of a 


Ite“svva’ celebrataion 


In Dykeversions, twentystwo diff- 


from angry to 


kin and co-workers--lives that 
in short, multifaceted andy full: 
To order your copy of this book, 


Ontario 
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TO THE GOOD SAMARITAN: 
(SHE KNOWS WHO SHE IS) 


There is no way to express our 
gratitude for your helping us 
and our daughters out financially. 
So here is a public THANK YOU 
VERY MUCH: 

A. and D. 


Hear De BOARD MEETING 
iia Members of Womonspace Board of Directors 


and other interested members are invited to 
the following meeting(s) held at the Women’s 
Building (10826 - 124 St.) at 7:30 p.m. 


Our Next Meeting is Tues., May 5 


GENERAL MEETING 


The General Meetings are held on the second 
Tuesday of every month at the Women’s Building 
(10826 - 124 St.) at 7:30 p.m. Both members 
and non-members are welcome to attend. 


Our Next Meeting is Tues., May 12 


DANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 


If you are interested in getting involved in the 
planning and running of our monthly dances, 
then please attend our meetings held on the 
last Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Women’s Building (10826 - 124 St.) 


Our Next Meeting is Thurs., May 28 


NEWSLETTER MEETING 


If you are interested in getting involved in any 
of the various areas (writing, editing, collation, 
production, distribution, typing) please attend 
this meeting held at the Women’s Building 
(10826 - 124 St.) at 7:00 p.m. 


Our Next Meeting is Wed., May 20 


LESBIAN DROP-IN 


Every Thursday night from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., 
Womonspace holds a regular drop-in at the 
Women’s Building (10826 - 124 St.) in the 
main meeting room. Joinus this Thursday for 
a relaxed evening of coffee and conversation. 
All are welcome! 


PLEASE NOTE: 


Articles published in Womonspace News do not necessarily reflect the policies and 


opinions of Womonspace. 


“NON MEMBERS $6. 00 


WOMONSPACE NEWS is published monthly by Womonspace Social, Recreational and Educational Society 
of Edmonton. Womonspace is a non-profit organization for lesbians in Edmonton and surrounding areas. 


“WOMONSPACE NEWS ” 
10826 - 124 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta T5M 0H3 
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